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NEXT WEEK
A further look at The Hyphenated

Ethiopian: A harbinger of the

National way of life.

[:.)":U‘. difeé sSup sp .
e il .;.Iilll,q‘\::,,”"v;j: _Ira aerﬁve two
3 1at has been
achieved and to indicate what c an he
achieved. The Asmara Expo \,'-J'lfl.h Il
agro-industrial theme meets these 1~.-1«:I-
requirements

Ihe ECA-sponsored Small Scale In
dustry Exhibition with its theme of
“self reliance” may not appeal
those who favour bombastic themes
and grandiose ''castles.” We believe
however, that the low-key tone of
the exhibition and its theme are in
good order.

The question, as ECA's Executive
become self-reliant? Visit the ECA exhibition and ponder the question.

initially reserved for their hyphenated-story, in favour o
This necessitated breaking their interesting and thought-provoca

article of Gedamu and Solomon a product of this
tion"'? Or is it a product of hyphenated-Ethiopians? Read it
you think.

We also have a story on
combattants. The elderly officers and soldiers
honoured by a grateful nation. But from the bedl
Provincial Treasury office near St. George's C

respect we have given them should not be d

trative procedures which transform the old warriors into @ howling mob.

/
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3 By Gedamu Abraha and

Addis This Week
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By Baalu Girma
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A Decade of Progress 9

A look at the ECA on IS 10th

birthday.
By Staff Reportel

Roving Camera
The Bulbula River.

By Dimitri Kyriazis.

Secretary, Robert K.A. Gardiner, told journalists in a recent press conference
is simple, even if brutal. Will African states remain client-states or will they

Gedamu Abraha and Solomon Deressa were so impressed with the agon-

ising question posed by ECA that they agreed to “vacate™ the COVEr, which we
f Self-Reliant Africa.

tive article

e —

The emblem of the ECA small-Scale Industry

he National Lottery Hall.

RO

(over: under way at t

into two parts. You will have the hyphenated second portion next week. Is the
“age of research and sanita-

and let us know what

the non-hyphenated Ethiopian—les anciens
of Ethiopia have been duly
am we have witnessed at the
athedral, we feel the honour and
iminished by slow-moving adminis:
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The View from Arat Kilo

Influence

The information office of the Muni-
cipality and an irrate resident of Addis,
Ato Shifferaw Worqu, have been
having a running battle in the columns
of Ye Ethiopia Dimise and Addis
Zemen.

Ato Shifferaw complained in a letter-
to-the-editor that he has been trying
for the last five years to transfer a title
deed to his name. He alsu said that an
“influence peddler,” (a “broker"”) off-
ered to fix the “job” for him within
three days for a sum of $200.

Peddlers

The reply from the municipality was
q classic. The remark about “influence
peddlers” was dismissed as a mere
wedge to defame the City Hall. Else,
the city authorities asked in all serious-
ness, “why was not the ‘broker’ who
offered to fix the matter identified by
name?”

Such questions are known in the
trade as double-barrelled ones. (Have
you stopped beating your wife?) You
are damned if you do, and damned
if you don't,

Hog Gone Mad

The hesitant press campaign to dis-
card some of th: exaggerated and
theatrical aspects in Ethiopian mourn-
Ing practices may have received some
help from an unexpected source — a
hog gone mad.

A resident of Nekempti, Ato Beyene
Kital, had died. Relatives, friends and
the usual hangers-on were congregated
for public mourning.

Now, it is not known whether the

wailings and crying actuall
y drove the
hog crazy but what did take place is

that the hog came charging from the
forest and ploughed into the mourners.
Pandemonium broke loose.

: The hog decided to chase an un-
lortunate mourner, Ato Senbeto Bejiga.
It attacked him and bit his left calf.
The impact broke his leg.

The berserk hog was finally stoned
and speared to death by the mourners-
turned-warriors. :

Mourners are advised not to goad

peaceful hogs into bestial madness by
€xaggerated wailings, ol
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Dear Editor:

| have read tha thre

i
RCP“I’IL‘r" and

e | BT
it I ISSuges of ._J\
1L has, | Wati ddl;

'\ - = v a ‘

m‘anui_ a new chapter i EUk'I Sy
journalism vacuum, | hope thiop,
gazine will not vindic your p,

tional saying “Empi;::fu:]hc SOnve;
enji aichersum™ (Ethiopians ky”c'“fal
to start but not how to I‘iﬁ\‘.h])mw hoy
How much have we beeﬁp '
foreign newspapers and jo
some of them trash, biaseq
news from the poor world — i
becuu\‘_e we had no ullernulive\-m.pl'\
that with one big disadvantage '{;n,q
almost succeeded to make ug Iorl:-,;"
our issues! Ly
_“Addls Reporter™ has quenched oy
thirst for domestic issues and event
Continue! |

aying fo,
urng|g
y “'ilh 1o

Bekele Geletou

Readers’

Corner

Dear Editor:

“Addis Through a Looking-Glass
by Ato Tereffe Asrat (Addis Reporter,
Jan. 24) was an interesting article.
like it. It conveyed a dream which !t
also share.

“In the future there will come d d{'f'
when tukuls and mud houses will div
appear, and in their place tower’t
buildings of glass and steel will stand
Thus ran Ato Tereffe's dream.

[ wish the dream would have ‘1'”.'
compassed the whole country, ine¢ !
dream it was. , (0

But how? [If that future I8 not
remain a too distant future?

Mr. Editor, will you, pleas® G]t\r
your readers to comment OF °
Tereffe’s dream?

Tesfaye Taddesse W.
Dear Editor: (hert
~ Your magazine is S0 f‘-‘ild"blc' ddie
is nothing like it originating " {l

[ hope there will not be unylhlﬂ%p”
hamper its publication 0% .
shorten its life. As an Ethiopia™ [W'l\
to be skeptical and fearful of ]-uw
happen to good things. Ws 12
very few of them!

Abebe Belihu

[1‘.
Deal Edi of the

L
was |
' and ]

|'|/i||".
I 1'«|IH|
(h interesung articles

first to buy your

highly dis-

wa!

mag 1 fed to find a witty
\1!1“i

.lpl“

3 : A
magazii Wi

4 lack is lite, and 1 suggest
yu lac H

That V¢ - Lol
ik 1 have d joke page Here are
| . :
that J jokes which 1 have read and
‘\Hn\.. .
' '[I
enjoy q small farm 1 was

ile lodging at &
:\ [lmiLI [ liked P‘”""“ﬁkﬂ [ admitted |
as (] -

.4 it, bul then 1 was Very embarr-
likec 1'.\1 morning when I was the
‘1\\L'd IL_-‘H be served a huge P‘illdu[
tml}[ ll‘”-:\kcd the farmer’s wife why she
%;LJI .[,{OI.\C to SO much trouble. V

«Oh, there was no 1"‘ftlhlc‘dt Al
he replied,” “T had to feed it to the
pIg anyway.

[ asked my friend whether he liked

children. “Oh, yes” he answered,
“c\pcci:tllv when they are well
cooked!”

n the French village where 1 used
to live in summer, [ asked a farmer if
he went to church on Sundays.

“Depends” he replied, “If there’s no
rain I don’t go till it rains again. You
have to make the good Lord under-
stand.”

I hope you like these jokes, and 1f
you do decide to publish such a page
of jokes, I shall continue to send 1n
more of them.

Sanjan

P. O. Box 1993

Addis Ababa
Dear Editor

Your story in Addis Reporier,
Jan. 24 was an exception to one rule
among Ethiopians. It 18 characteristic
of Ethiopians to live in a fascinating
world and say nothing about it. Two
Ethiopians greeting one another Or
argaining, the neighbourhood women
gathering for coffee, the breaking of
rlfn!'l)-(fdhﬂ at the open of a marriage
testival, are fascinating stories your
lively magazine could present ifs
readers.

Belayneh Mammo

Addis This Week

I weekly roundup of events of in-
terest upcoming in Addis Ababa.

YMCA

Friday Ladies physical fitness
programme, 12:30 -1 :30 p.m.

Saturday — Basketball 14th Brigade
vs. Police radio section, 2:30 p.m.
Ada vs. University, 3 p.m. Market
YMCA vs. Body Guard, 3:30 p.m.

Sunday Bible breakfast pro-
gramme conducted by the Rev. PK.
Mathew of the Eastern Orthodox
Church, 11 a.m.

Monday Physical fitness pro-
gramme for ladies, 7:30 p.m.
SPORTS

Basketball

Friday — YMCA /I vs Theodros at
Central YMCA Court, 7 p.m. YMCA
[ vs EAL at YMCA court 8 p.m.

Friday St. Joseph vs. General
Wingate at General Wingate, 4:15 p.m.
Tuesday — Body Guard vs. Theo-

dros at YMCA Court, 8 p.m. Hackers
vs EAL Central YMCA Court, 7 p.m.

Football
Sunday — 3:45 p.m. E[hiopi._| VS.
Libva in World Cup preliminary
match.

Radio Highlights

Friday — Lets Talk (Amharic)
g:30 p.m., continuation of a panel
discussion from last week on the con-
tribution ol Ethiopia’s newspapers 10
Members of the
Ato Kebede

the needs of society.
discussion group will be

| .
| For a magic carpet ride to the Middle East

DINE AT

"OMAR KHAYYAM

Open for lunch and dinner daily

Telephone 12259

Anissa. editor of Ye Ethiopia Dimlse,
Ato Berhanu Zerihun, editor of Addis
Zemen, Ato Maregu Bezabih, from
I'he Ethiopian Herald, and Ato Yeshi-
tila Ambelu.

Sunday — Let’s Chat { Amharic)
2:30 p.;n You Ask We Answer,
listeners, questions answered in Am-
haric, 8:30 p.m.

Sunday — Kaleidoscope, music and

- % - 1y 1 3 1]
variety programme In English 12-2
p.m.

TV Highlights

Friday — TV magazine, 8:15 p.m.,
followed by the weekly “Star Trek®
series entitled “The Gamesters of the
Trick Lion,” at 8:45 pm. A comedy
programme, 9:35 p.m.

Saturday — Children’s programme,
5:30 p.m. Magazine for the \inung.
6:30 p.m. “Star Soccer,”’ Leicester
City vs. Manchester United 7 p.m.
Feature film on the ninth anniversary
of the ECA, at 8:15 p.m.

Sunday — The weekly sports round-
up by Solomon Tessema, 8:35 p-m-
The “Arrest and Trial® programme 18
entitled A Circle of Strangers  at 8:50

p.m.
Movies

H.S.1. Theatre — “The Liquidator”
starring Rod Taylor. Trevor Howard

and Jill St. John.
Ambassador Theatre —

|17 starring Frank Sinatra,

Martin and Sammy Davis.

City Hall- “Hotel” with Rod Tay-

lor. Catherine Spaak and Karl Malden.

Cinema Ethiopia — “Kaleidoscope
and Susannah

with Warren Beatly

' Hl'l\.

Film Showings

Feb. 10-21 — The British Council

will show the full-length feature _cari
toon of George Orwell’'s “Anma
Farm.” Daily at 8:30 pam.

“QOceans
Dean
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Queen goes
Home

Prince Presents Em-
peror with 8 page
Report

Ethio-Dutch relations hit a high water
mark during the visit of the Dutch
qual family to Ethiopia. Queen
Juliana and members of her entourage
left Ethiopia Wednesday.

T‘he- Queen was seen off by His
Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie k.
H.R H. Prince Bernhard, and members
of the Ethiopian Government.

Prince Bernhard left a few minute

5

latgr aboard his Friendship F-27 for

C_al’ro. He spent about a week in Ethio-

Pla’s game reserves in the Awash and

Qmo Valleys where the Queen joined
him Sunday through Tuesday.

The Prince, who is Preside
Worlc} Wild Life Fund, hllts ougg
studying wild life in Ethiopia. Before
his depz_xrture he presented the Em.
peror with an eight page report on his
findings and observations.

The official tour of
v;sl‘to_rs included a tour
4 visit to Jimma and a visit to E
69 in Asmara. The Queen donaxlle)g
$694.444 1o help finance the building

of the All Africa Lepros Rehabil;
tion Training Cenlre? L i

Earlier HRH. Princess

accompanied by her husband pr;
ne
Claus left for a private vyisit Ltf)

Tanzania where Prince Clays had his

the Roya]
of Lalibela,

Beatrix

- early education.

Asmara Expo 69

Queen Juliana of the Netherlands

and His Imperial Majesty, Haile
Selassie 1 inaugurated the Asmara
Expo 69 last Saturday, February 1.
Expo 69, which will be open to the
pgblic for 28 days, is the biggest ex-
hibition held in this country since the
Addis Ababa exhibition of 1955, com-
memorating the Jubilee Coronation
anniversary.

Speaking at the inau uration of
Expo 69, the Emperor, ex%)ressing thé
general theme of Expo, said: “Although
what we will see today displayed in

this exhibition is the result of the
labour and concerted efforts of oy
people in this governorate-general and
our government, yet in a very modest
way we can say that this exhibition can
show our honoured guest what our
country in its march for progress is
doing for its people in the field of
economic and social development.”

The Queen and the Emperor toured
Government Hall and the 21 private
pavilions. Expo 69 is proving to be i
success. Over 15,000 people have

already visited the exhibition.

of Towns
and bBars
urban population of Ethiopia

1.925,400 or 8 percent of
vated 21.742.000 Pnpil[;}finn ol

[he

1 1967 was

(he estin
the country.

[his was announced by the Central
gratistical Office in a tluunm.m Siipe
.‘L'V of Major in Ethiopia
-cleased early this week. The eight
percent urban population estimate
hows an increase of 0.6 percent over
the 1966 estimate of 1.221,900 urba-

[owns

nites.

Of Ethiopia’s 248 towns only three
have a population over 50,000. These
are Addis (644,190), Asmara (178,537)
and Harrar (50,733).

A town, as defined by the Central
Statistical Office,
which: 1) the building and houses are
contiguously aligned. i.e., side by side
in rows; and there is 2) at least one
public bar in which alcoholic bevera-
ges are sold: 3) at least one hotel, i.e.,
a house in which a stranger can pa)
tor a bed for a night: 4) at least one
permanent shop selling different Kinds

 ©f goods; and 5) at least one weekly
market in the town.”

IS A e areaAIn

For the statistically minded, the ave-
4ge town, aside from the three with
over 50,000 residents, has a population
of about 4.300.

[he definition of a town does not
“Ontain a definition of a bar. Ques-

tion » : .
On: Is a talla house a bar?

. | DINNER DANCE EVERY

1 SATURDAY |

AT

q/Zi(e Lotel

For turther information

§

CALL 46168

Aiming at City Hall

[t's getting so difficult to drive
around Addis these d;-[ys. that you need
a map. Or perhaps a policeman except
that, alas, it seems that the cops can'
keep up with Addis’ fast-changing
streets either.

Despite the confusion for drivers on
Churchill Avenue there is evidence
that the Municipality is getting straight-
ened out. After all, Churchill Avenue
may well be able to lay claim to the
title of the widest road south of the
Sahara and it is certainly the straightest
in Addis, a city not norm_zlll_\' }.;mfwn
for following the geometric prmcnp;c
that the shortest distance between two
points 1s a straight line.

The only trouble 1s that
few davs that the new part ol
- used the pohce-
ow exactly which
This resulted in
Piazza

for the
first |
Churchill was being
men didn’t seem to kn
way to direct traffic.
numerous circuits ;nrnund the
for some unfortunate drivers. =

But it should be L'on‘.solyng (o .LI';‘ W
that our temporary Slll!cl'lllg ‘1‘\ .'l vxru}
the spirit of progress. Somg“\ l\[k |
this vear, Addis’ freeway
d and speed demons
their sports cars
he Municipality.

haps even
will be -;mnplcleq
will be able to aim
right at the heart of t
“And, better yet, we d 1d that Jor
l|'lCA\I!]ir5[ time in Addis smn.ed lllnls:o:l\l
the road has been planned so that &

are told that for

L2

the cables and lines normally laid by
IBTE, the water department and
others have already been put in.

Theoretically, this means that Chur-
chill will not be subjected to the usual
digging projects undertaken on other
streets in the capital.

Theoretically.
Arab Concessions
Egypt's President Gamal Abdel

Nasser intimated, in a question-and-
answer session with Newsweek that
the Arab states are willing to offer five
concessions 1if Isragl evacuates .the
occupied territories. The concessions
are: “declaration of non-belligerence:
the recognition of the right of eafzh
country to live in peace; the leml_onal
integrity of all countries in the Middle
East, including ‘Israel, in recogm.sed
and secure borders; freedom of naviga-
tion on international water ways; & Just
solution to the refugee problem.”
Asked if he would be ready to dis-
cuss other matters with Israel if the
Israclis show a willingness to pull back.
the Egyptian president said that he'
would not talk with them before they
ack.
pui{lb;:rcss time Addis Reportex lf&d
not been able to determing how well
Newsweek was selling 1n Israel.
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Ed Sullivan Show
Presents...

Orchestra Ethiopia is scheduled to
leave for the United States for a one
month tour of college campuses and
for an appearance on the famous Ed
Sullivan Show.

Orchestra Ethiopia goes shopping
in the States under a new name — the
Blue Nile Group. It is not known
whether the Blue Nile Group is in-
sured by the Blue Nile Insurance
Corporation.

The purpose of the tour 1s to
introduce Americans to Ethiopian
traditional folk music and to attract
Peace Corps Volunteers to Ethiopia
who, we expect, will turn out to be
Masenko players like the admin-
istrator of the Blue Nile Group, Mr.
Charles Sutton.

Sponsoring the tour at the American
end is the firm Sheldon Soffer. Mana-
gement Inc. In turn, the U.S. Peace
Corps is contracting with Mr. Soffer
for ih;' services of the Orchestra in its
recruiting campaign.

‘Here at home, the Darmar Shoe
firm has contributed shoes free of
charge for all the 14 members of the
Orches_tr_a-u nice way to get free
advertising spot on the Sullivan Show.

The Addis Ababa Rotary Club also
made a cash contribution of $515 used
I purchasing new costumes while
El.hl()pl'dl'l Air Lines is arranging their
trip free of charge,

. There 18 no doubt that the Ed
Sullnvan show will make them famous

in the States. One hopes Harry

Belafonte won't entice Almag, ihz:

famous ‘ngiamo singer and dancer
10 remain in the States :

-

DAYS

under a new name — The Blue Nile Group.

2

ng

L]

< S
WL

Orchestra Ethiopia, a folkloric group, is scheduled to go to the United States

Quotesmanship

“Hotel d'Afrique holds the
The competition is open I«
miss Soul contest, said .. )

Printed handbil] advertising the Miss “Soul’’ competition.
“Too Many Thieves”

Poster ady ertising movie at H

IU's said the difference

would run oyer
when i happene

American comedian Mort §

You with his cqr:
d Humphrey

Starring Peter F. and Briit E.

aile Selassie I T.

woitld cry a lot”

Sahl,

first miss (sic) ‘Soul’ competition in Addis Ababa. ..
» all.” (Ato Endelebu, interviewed after winning the

among the presidential candidates was that Wallact
g \ '
Nixon would have his chauffeur do if, @'

L

E"e"v Sunda

INDIAN HOSPITALITY

P.0. BOX 3340

ADDIS Agpgy

TEL.

Yy to BOmMEBAY
hesday to NAIROBI

43998

Papassinos Bldg:

L

By St aff Reporter

have been pouring into

I&i‘L"\"t’l'I'!m this week from world
AddIS £% 1  Heads of U.N. specialised
j\..nl&'{\ dl _lHrrwll”"HH'Ll the Economic
I},'\_‘II'.'il‘-\\t_{l.“.-i”! \ftica Ofts Texth
("”"”‘\:“ o All have praise for the
'\mll\f'"”-" o far under

"‘ \ Il‘!". t|t||]|'
guidance ol Mr. Robert

his predecessor Mr

the
the able
Gardiner

Mekki Abbas
\\'CH‘ _\.ll\,h

\\UlAl\

and

laurels on such an

quspiclous L-lllli(_i.
be dismissed 4s a I.nlmuhl?\_ |)n_ the
case of the EC A . which has _Ill‘\llll\;hll_\
earned 1ts esteemed and ln-nm] pOSi-
tion as the major coordinating agency
for socio-economic development ol
Africa, words ol tribute are but a
-humhlc reward for the arduous task
it has been endeavouring to accom-

occasion normally

plish

In April 1958, only African
states. including South Africa, quali-
fied for full membership in the com-
mission and eight more countries were
admitted to associate membership.
Between 1960 and 1968, the member-
ship of the ECA grew to 41, excluding
South Africa which has been expelled.
Chis phenomenal growth in member-
ship was a decisive element in the
commission’s work. It may be easy to
coordinate the actions of nine mem-
bers; it is difficult to do the same for
41. Yet, the commission’s performance
IS a record the secretariat staff should
be proud of.

nine

Africa’s economic problems are so
varied that there can be no panacea
tor them. Systematic survey of the
cconomic and social conditions which
the ECA undertook during the past
10 years has revealed, beyond doubt,
”_w enormous economic potential of
this rich and vast continent. Exploita-

tion of this potential

is largely depen-
LIL'HE ot

7 on huilding of the necessary
“'“‘il%l_!'lmurc which has also pre-
OCCupied the ECA. The past has been
4 decade of studies and the future can

e an ar: . \ . ’
i llll\_l‘l of dynamic activity provided
[i- e E y
th “UA members earnestly avail
(& . . = . 5 ]
nselves ol the services ol the

“"““'i'\‘\lnn
The faeitie: \

- 1€ Tac ities offered by the EC A
ave y ; T

not come out of the blue. I'he

L{CA After Ten Years

His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie | opening

R
o

'

the ECA-sponsored

Small Scale Industry Exhibition (above). The Emperor is flanked by U. Thant,
Secretary General of the U.N.
Secretary. Their Excellencies Tse

Minister, and Lt. General Abiye
the Emperor. Mr. Gardiner showing the Emperor a mo

Africa Hall (below).

and Robert K.A. Gardiner, ECA Executive
hafe Taezaz Aklilou Habte Wolde, the Prime

Abebe, President of the Senate, accompanied
del of the expanded
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th ECA session.

difficulties Confron e
C(

|lnx‘\ m
\ .!\i - . i ol
of all Afpies. Hl fregh o e g
i Afric ' :
SACTrIfIce w & 0l for I ”I .[h'“‘ ! “II
B a5 worth { L P
Ry & e %
| I\}“\[ Ill“".\\ EXpoun [! Canga U
n buil - o L
it 1 IR ARGl |
\.“' the hc;ttlklllilrft 5 ‘“.hlkll
the financia] con D 3

: (ribut;
» =Y I
independent African g

by a spiri Imhy,.
R SPIrit w hich the B a8 imby,,
nterpreted in his addrace FoROr la,
auguration of the F("k\\\ ' i
these words: "()nh i |
nh.‘c“ng.a 1o L'Un\idg:r ,\‘.L-“
were held I s
: Cld outside of Af
ate of its pe
. oples we
e re deg;
I'IOIT—,*\II'ICL]H\. ]‘l"LI.'l\' S
Berlin and Algeciras has be :
=1 Ll = . : yor > ‘n l
ed, and it is thanks to the -cpudiy,
Ner 1€ Confere
AcCCra and now of Add;i LS
that the pe Ny
€ peoples of Africa can a1
last, deliberate their ()Wnl i
and future.” Problem;
The Emperor’s Stateme
o = dalcment 7
echoed after 10 years L
speakers at the e oY many
S al the opening sess; ' the
ERAE SESSION of the
LA, Including U Thant Unit
Nations secretary general o e
e AT al, who hyd
n to Addis Ababa to partic;
e _ 4 1O participate
_the 10th anniversary of the com
mission. ; ;
The cat: e i
e tdlogu¢ of ECA achievements
45 been presented by the executive
secretary, Mr. Gardiner, in his special
repo ' s
prrt entitled: _ Ten Years of Progress
Venture in Self-Reliance.”
: The Emperor in his speech con-
ensed th¢s¢ achievements in these
:’vords: Atflcu has made great strides
oward achieving the measure of self
;ellance to which we all look forward,
hndcpendem African  governmenls
1ave become increasingly more pro-
ficient at organising themselves, botl
l_nternul]y and in sub-regional group:
gs, to fulfil their major task, that ol
raising the standard of living of th°
African peoples and bringing them &
quickly as possible within the orbil
Ef 20th century technology. The
conomic Commission for (Africa has
rendered valuable assistance towards
achieving this goal.”
4 U Thant also felt that the grnu"ﬂ\'
_I:Lukmg work done by the EC/
: ould stand the commission in 8%
t€ad when it enters into a new Phd?:
With greater emphasis on UP“r"'Wm"|
ac leg ' i ass
ll]:tlv“lch which would directly 2%
memhedr governments in their €
€radicate pove ' ance
) rty. ignoranc
diseage. i gL
) : g ay
;1’" U Thant’s words; “Alricd m:’
Co the youngest of the dL‘VL‘l‘]P”.lL
tinents, and ECA the _W‘“"gc'\l |

On of { L -( A
dle w.

jl] |9
Yearg

fforts
ant

{ "I"'l.ll "'-."H"lllll

the Unite " b i capefit - aventi
commis "'l i vorld have shown
qhinlllhnlol] iracteri ed l‘f‘» '-”.'lll_\, and
\-l1t1|l | = I he ire the essential
I\nnnln.r,n for I‘I"‘.ltllil;_‘ the necessary
H'L!“L Hl-: launt h |||1' Al VE }H|1|I'lr1! \'l"“lli-J
IhHMn lhlulluv orbit of economic and
lrl:;‘!i th‘\k‘FH]Hlll'nl. =,

\.l § President Richard Nixon, who
had the opportunity of seeing at first

hand the remarkable potential of Afri-
16

\'ilkl in ||f‘, n]n\'\\-»;i_!_'(,' 1O T|]:_‘ u\nnk‘_
'\_il- ¢

the ECA has certainly

cence that
hrough! this potentional nearer to
['L'liljl'\-

How much the African countries

can reap the harvest of ECA’s work
will depend on the African countries
themselves. 'he commission’s role had
heen amply defined by the late U.N.
secretary General, Dag Hammarsk-
ii‘L‘Id‘
" He had said: “It is important that
we think of this commission not as
an isolated endeavour or self-contained
entity, but rather as focal point where
the economic needs of the African
people will be expressed and where
action to meet those needs will be
initiated and stimulated.”

Operating under this guideline, the
ECA has done much more than would
have been thought possible, consider-
f]}g the political changes and economic
circumstances under which it has been
tunctioning during the past 10 years.
~While the ECA has been emphasi-
sing self-reliance in an interdependent
world, there has been an apparent
'f”_dcnﬁ_\ for most African countries to
'\‘\“}:lj:z l\:c.l}ni«cl\.cx to foreign patronage.
T t:;] assistance does come forth,
fit of (he ;XIU['I-[<]WL] wisely to the bene-
Wt rican peoples and the satis-

‘ the donors.
i'\\/i\\llr':‘l;‘]t-g\‘ \\'ilt definitely need this
_ 4ice 1n the years to come for the
Industrial development of the conti-
nent, [t is easy to sav th: L;Ll :
entitled o l" ( \t.l_\ that Africa 1S
I““gllugc I\ \I‘;:J\ assistance but this
major II‘UW‘rL om understood by the
Matically :\' :I who in ?““, past Syares
their awn I oited Africa’s riches for
talking & ,f,‘L.'f"}d‘ while at the same
help 'Ih‘\-'bi .Llil deal about the meagre

SR
'H'in}-' L:II ‘ru\l‘t‘k'l.
lilll'lll-lp‘”\k“

1€

a new guidance 1s
(0 African governments
long of E( ‘.{“”1 anniversary IL'L'lk"hril.'
“ally demon _' his guidance is practi-
Indug e, l trated at the .\||'|.1||-f'\c;||c
Olfep l.- “Ill_}"llmn al the NL!(llﬂll.'”
Y Hall. There are many items

U Thant and Robert Gardiner at the ECA exhibition.

exhibited that the African countries
can easily and immediately produce
themselves without outside help or
large financial investments. These
items figure prominently in the list of
imported consumer goods.

| “Only a few years ago, |
| meetings to consider Afri-
can problems were held !
outside of Africa, and the |
fate of its peoples were
decided by non-Africans.
Today, the tradition of
Rerlin and Algeciras has
been repudiated, and it is
thanks to the conferences
of Accra and now of Addis
Ababa that the peoples of
Africa can, at long last,
deliberate their own pro-
blems and future.”

in which 17 coun-
1S l_nlc’ndnl o
mportance and
all-scale industries to
African countries; 0
' what individual

['he L'\hibilil“ﬂ.
{ries are p;u'titip:ning..
focus attention on the 1
significance of s
the ‘.'(l‘“\“T\iL'.‘- ol

show examples Of

African and other countries, with low
investment costs, have achieved in the
development and promotion of small-
scale industrial enterprises: and, there-
by, to encourage African entrepre-
neurship.

The brochure on small-scale indus-
tries in Africa, produced with the help
of the Addis Ababa Chamber of Com-
merce. has this message from H.E.
Ato Abebe Retta, Minister of Com-
merce and Industry: “Small-scale ma-
nufacturing enterprises can certainly
help in being training grounds for
entrepreneurial skill which is one of
the bottlenecks to the accelerated
growth of industry in the de_veloping
countries in general. What is maore,
the development of small and medium
scale industry will help alleviate many
social problems by creating gmploy-
ment opportunities ©rF reducing the
untimely exodus of rural dwellers (o
urban centres.”

Here again
countries is essential.

[s this initiative lacking is what
Kenva's President Jomo Kenyatta has
been pondering. Kenyatla feels ;hat if
there has been any weakness in the
ECA. this might be identified as the
inability of all governments concerned
o associate themselves compl_ctely
with the objectives- and increasingly
with the inspiration of the ECA.

Kenya's president satd in his messa-

initiative of African
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The Emperor receiyi '
Ving U Thant at
the Jubilee p
alace,

i A

ge 1o the ECA conferen
in some degree led to f
lt}:F fullest potential of
tnis case the blam
e C:
ECA doors. :
:Th; ECA has so far
principle that self-know
step to self-relianc
| &
ECA are becoming st
sources for students

f};‘- that this has
dllure 1o explojt
ECA. Well, i,
nnot be put af

and agencies

acted on the
Vledge is a yigg)
Fhe studies of
andard reference
of Afri(-'an pro-

as it g
E  African
Yes. “ECA

Onomije and

well as O Seeing th
e

1O f}l\' overall
structure,

: mn in
||I1<‘!'|l.‘|||n
, Wds the
1t 1n his :i\hfl{'\\

el;

hal .ltlun\lh

way U (-\.n““nlp

1o the I \

A . the Confe .'III Wl
118 context. —Il.llh‘ l

B st el era

dreams and

”h.‘

(he :
|Ik "”mlllc”

dS 'f|-|"' -

I'he strue e l 110N of i th
: gele for €Mancipati.

contimuing in some n|'l allon

[erritories \\Ilikfl ”lt‘ Af

. - maj
call their oversess 1(\‘rr”t_lnll
Origs

struggle m C -
cconomic  developmen )| + Soc
tinent. Ol the

SOme

COn

['he Ereatest “h\lildc h
;u.lumupl ;n‘uiludc of racist §o |
ca, \\’hlL"_‘ IS by far the mm.t du*lh i
country in Africa, towards “::c

as beep 1

[UP._‘Ej

‘nt’ . AT e : conti.
nent's problems. By pursuing her . s
pohgc.s South Africa has hilii-‘ullx.:
deprived herself of the Privilege“ l

0Ol

purliciputing in. ECA activities, 1

case of Portugal is similar. E(‘A : -~h'§
vities would be much more el’fecti;fthi
these countries, as well as Rhodc:i;ll
were brought to realise the peri]ﬁu;
rnud‘ they are taking by stickingﬂm
obstinate ideas based on skin colour

M;my are the African countries
Whl_Ch.Lll‘ngﬁ' that much of the ECA
activities in the past have involved
voluminous paper work hardly com:
prehensible to planners and their
executors.

There is no denying the fact tha
during the past 10 years the ECA has
Pmd_uced tons of reports on Surveys
studies and analysis. There cannot b
a v\hnrlcul to economic development
without such preparatory work, For
the massive “Marshall aid Pl‘dﬂ“
called for by Kenya’s Tom Mboya 0
the “African plan for development
advocated by Nigeria’s Allison Ayidt
to be feasible and effective, such pape!
work definitely is a prerequisite. Tha!
most African economists understand
this s apparent from the level O
participation at the current 2CA
meeting,

Fhe days are gone for Africa 1
Q'-":'Hlit)|1 the sincerity of purpose Of he
”h]‘-'tliw:x of the Al;("/\' ['he conl:
i.TII\t,-i”n IS there to serve Africa. wh!
I8 needed, as Jomo Kenyalld o

Urge la £ it ; d
!g“'da 15 i‘(!r ,‘:\I[‘“_'l“_\ 1O L'|]'|h;||.;\ oIl

Tera. fier ) : TED il
new drive for the fulfilment ol all

='a e : : iy
ECA can mean, so that Africahs L
Ogether meet the challenge ol ll\‘rL.

into

Opment - e
Pment and launch the continent :

a4 decade : ¥
eCade of dynamic activity

SR e—

W man worried about th
\““ Ol I up-coming generaton
e full \ d oul an 1nvesliga-
o to-:dEteniedy whether African
m'ni nt retain  thel {ass0fis. Baties
"[‘l:(..” conelusion ire offered first and
\}' argumet then present d or when
[h: yrguments are i irshalled and then
\i‘!IIIH'l“I‘ drawlil
AT official pres nted with deci-
Lol based on the investigation after
having |\:t|a| due compliments to such

( |||‘*‘~. i"i"llL’]lf 1O |

all ]|11]l!1'\-.l‘. ,
sful Tini h, added the |H”..\,1,II|};'.

sUCCe
the real problem 1s not

l{“[ j\|1|| SC(
where the cont lusion should come, but
how to deliver
to the hinterland during the rainy

newspapers and maga-
zines
season when the feeder roads are im-
PJ\\;H\[L'. Does the position of the con-
clusion matter 1n an article that never
reaches the reader?” Leonard Doob
vale sociologist, tells a story to this
effect in his € ommunication in Africa
for an altogether different reason. But

d

the ]‘u\in[ is well taken.

Not SO Inng ago Addis R('[’HH(’*‘
1sked “Shall she be educated or shall
she be ignorant?” Perhaps we should
ask “Are we educated or are we 1gno-
rant?”’ Leaving definitions of such du-
bious words as “‘ed-cated” to those
who earn their living defining and
inswering, we'll make a simple division
that will lead into statements that are
really questions.

Coming from immobile life in small
communities we have passed into the
mobility of life in Dire Dawa, with 1ts
multi-dimensional. be it parochial cul-
ture; Asmara, with its undertow ol
Mediterranean gesticulations; and Ad-
dis Ababa, uneasily hovering on the
verge of metropolitan internationalism.
In short, the educated Ethiopian 1s
Ethiopia in transition. The implications
drc nh\:i(\ll\'.

Passing from the annual harvest to
the monthly salary and from the
homestead to the apartment, we have
¢xchanged communal security 1or
individual destinies.

Our physical mobility has
i"”"&'_il social mobility that has dashed
traditional class differences to smi-

lherea
hereens, Qur prospects are becoming

LOW \.'\.l

More and more dependent on levels o
Individual achievement rather than
|||n::|'u\-_

Accomplishments have become more
the yardstick against which we are
lln--:muni than the steadfastness of our
!len.hi-. 'é‘jl“- that used to be ordained

ocial structure have become mani-
Pulable Might it be right to say that

111 OLUl
ceding to the aj
tation?’

tion has gotien to a point where diffe-
rences 1n culture ar
'i||l‘ r -'.'_]i' (8] II'I'.' CcOoin
that newspaper articles

ociety the age of faith is slowly
ige of research and sani-

| or ’ o &

ni rtunately perhaps, communica-
bulldozed. The
however. is
which tell us

violence. Education or
an attempt at total perception before
reaction. A sustained attempt at per-
u_‘i\li\. eness, so the story goes, leads to
vision, which in turn leads to a subli-
mated release of tension, The product
thereof is given such
SHrts OF

training puts

nicknames as
literature.”

Gedamu Abraha

and

Solomon Deressa

of other ways of life, books in Amha-
ric that give us the excruciating details
war before the dead

\\{ [hL‘ \i\‘le}
evision

have buried their dead, and te
documentaries that take us 10 the
battlefront in the comiorl of foam-
cubber-cushioned armehairs, lager bot-
n hand. daily stretch the bounda-
ries of the individual's imagination
Vicariously at least, we truly live nol
siven community, but in the
world ;all_LtI;-‘t.'. In a future “"Star Irek”
ht even live in the UNIVETSE

]li_' 1

Inany

age we mig
al large

Another way of putling all this s
that the period Ol the hyphenated

Ethiopian is a period of tension — the

tension of the
An uneducated react
immediate W
ol I]l\"l}ll =

transitional situation,
jon te any Situa-
hether the imme-

flon 18 :
lapse or reflex

diacy 1§ one

Art and literature are the deliberate
restructuring of reality so that aesthe-
tic. hence moral, judgements cam be
made. The consumer in paying for the
artist’s product buys not only the ur-
definable elation that it provides, but
also the inherent auality of simplifying
ihe helter-skelterness of reality. Perhaps
ecular form of salvation. Thus the
atmosphere of family life n America
s easier to grasp through the Dick
Van Dyke series than through spending
an equal number of hours in an Amer-

d

ican home.

Now the opportunities given the elite
put on his shoulders the burden of
developing the necessary vision to sub-
the inner conflict between in-

limate
and values asoired to

grained values

13



by the whole society. Is .hc showing
any indications of attempung F_o sirm-
ture reality into a coherent vision.
One thing seems clear. The lEihz_o-
| pian of the age of sanitation 1§ still
: asking the question of the rrudmopzll
man. Whenever faced with anything
new he asks “Is it according to my na-
tional tradition?” Are the newspapers
in which he prints these questions ac-

i cording to his national tradition? His
; question is a noble gesture, but hardly
“ .

l a luxury that the era of research ad-

| mits of The day's query should be
. “Is such-and-such of practical value
_ and workable?” After all. a highly
{ organized but static way of life is
| perceptibly being replaced by what
seems like a disorganized but dynamic
way of life in Ethiopia.
_ Daniel Lerner in The Passing of
i Fraditional Society uses the phrase
: “mobile sensibility” to describe the
prerequisite for the individual’s spiri-
lual_ survival in a period of such drastic
deviations from what was. By this he
means a sensibility and sensitivity that
takgs all workable change in its stride
because the self has a built-in system
for rearranging its inner resources ac-
cording to need. It would seem as if
our mobile sensibility should, instead
o_f bemoaning the maiming of our spi-
| ritual valu_es by alien invasion, turn
i) tbe anger into producing a vast quan-
1t tity of works of the spirit out of which
. a_largf: enough number of truly Ethio-
plan items would emerge. The styles
of these items would in turn com-rr-len.t
on the changes in our style of life.

An altempt at coherent vision s
Necessarily a statement op what our
lives are and what we think they
shogld_bc. It is interesting that th:é
E[thplfln elite, with some help from
i the weli-paid EXpatriates, is beginnin
1] Lo support the neighbourhood sy eg

: market. The neighbourhood ¢j 5 r'-

has also made i a Wh
have we not felt th T Yy
what our western Zoneed e
] - _ unterparts haye

ma-clst Into lucratijve business —
legitimate theatre, the art galle o
non-dance orchestra, and the l‘)gotfll(c
shop?_ Isn’t using crystal and s‘il(\)/ ‘
ware imported from Europe wiihoe:

Ing interested in underslal;din llL:'
cultural indices that gave them gth i
lines and curves and shapes, the bClr
way of abandoning our spiritual ?S-l
roga}wcs as a group that hag al\fat-
had its Own uniqueness? Analytic Czorjl,;b
prehension is the only way of makin-
sure that what is secular will not bg-
taken as sacred to one’s own disadk:

A S —

-

-
—

e

e i i Y e
i b Al Py

3 i A P
X e e i v
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vantage Had the Aztec understood
that horses were merely horses and
white Spaniards merely soldiers, Cor-
tez might have had a harder time of 1f

To take an example of the elite’s
need to struggle unaided with his in-
dividual fate, let's in characteristic
fashion dream of academies. Our na-
tional language shows the same symp-
toms of neuroses that the elite does.
But rather than wishing and hoping for
individual writers of genius who will
represent our communal aspirations
and at the same time clear Ambharic
of entangling alien weeds, we look to
the French academy, which has not
succeeded even in consolidating what
French has already gained, let alone
charting the road to future develop-
ment of the language. Witness that the
French dictionary par excellence is the

“The bourgeoisie of an under-
developed country is a bour-
geoisie in spirit only. It is not
its economic strength, nor the
dynamism of its leaders, nor
the breadth of its ideas that
ensures it peculiar quality of
bourgeoisie. Consequently it
remains at the beginning and
for a long time afterwards a

bourgeoisie of the civil ser-
vice.”

FRANZ FANON

t';rigﬁsse and not the academy’s
ol 1hé naughl_)f longues wag, is stuck
word “‘cocktaj] The Hebrew

acad as
emy has successfully reyived. sq

r.lnd fdr : IO :
Wwrites am-nm beautify] than EngﬁLth-!
clite, D;j Jo‘ffﬂalm of the Ethj #

- 1d Shakespcarc 4 "’Plun

acine or Corneijljen Ofajltjyiz()r'h 4
snort

of Proust? T.S
817 (I)rII.S. Eliot’s languape
au Claudcl's? In QUEE“
- n-

ramayle
worried

W ht‘lll\"l‘ JL.‘I(!\'IIHL'\
not 1S immateria|

Kwankwq and fj,
a

1

are for
W hat 18 fMeg

: By distyppi, O
”“. Ixh.nmlm\ need for klllhlngi_\
shifting responsibility ety Llnnxlumh
dual to the mediocriy the INngd;

VAL
: Using AIH'I;IFiQ“]
INg a novel or a play o d
\n'ngglmg {0 undcr';lund s
sustained discipline. Is there
lacking in the early s
!1_\‘phcnu[cd I_-‘[hmp,’;m‘_’ Do
Instance, avoid reading beca
learnt to read after boyhood
books are books of d

committees.

lranning of g

¢
We, for
use We
When “all

[ divinatj
P 100 telli
o about the future [our future) '!mg
like the fortune teller who = s and

€S a lomr
% th by wate,
. Wh:\f do We

journey in the cards or dey
they influence the future’
second-rate journalists, economists and
cilglljee_rs thl‘n]-.' WC are more usefy] t,
the society in ultimate terms thap a
first-rate azmari, mesenko-player, pain-
ter or poet?

T‘hcr‘c 1S lcnx@on. The hyphenated
Ethmmun has of necessity a compart-
memallzgd soul. So did Tolstoy. Check
out the innumerable French sentences
in Anna Karenina. Government insti-
tutions, we complain, use English for
correspondence. But even in our pri-
vate lives some areas of our being can
be expressed only in English. Others
only in Amharic. And yet others only
in tribal dialects.

More useful than prescribing cures
In apocalyptic prose would be formu-
lating questions that belong to the age
of sanitation and research, or insinual-
ing the problems of this schizoid situd-
tion in visionary books, paintings O:
begena chords.

One such book, Franz Fanon's Lés
Damnés de la Terre, puts the problc!ﬂ“
of the hyphenated man of the third
world in the following manner. “The
bourgeoisie of an undcr—dr:\/t‘mpeLI
country is.a bourgeoisie in Spifit only.
It is not its economic strength, nor th°
dynamism of its leaders, nor '.hc
breadth of its ideas that ensures I
pPeculiar quality of bourgeoisie. CO""B
quently it remains at the beginning 4"
for a long time afterwards a bou"
geoisie of the civil service. It 18 H
Positions that it holds in the new "¢
tonal administration which will gn‘t‘.”
strength and serenity. If the gover
Ment gives it enough time and Uppﬂ"‘
tunity, thig b““rgt"ﬁjsic will munglgc .h‘
putl away enough money O stiflen ',l
(ominaton. But it will always 1,
iltuhc::i Incapable of giving I?}" 11 the

¢ bourgeois society with @

”I]]\.\ A

muhing

The hyphenated Ethiopian is also a girl “in transit”” form unadulter

economic and industrial consequences
which this entails.”

Perhaps the stomach has to be taken
care of before the luxury of an orches-
trated vision is allowed us. Yet a
nagging question lingers. Would a
study of history belie our alibi? Ge-
nerally speaking, the heroic ages pro-
duced epic poetry; the age of faith in
Europe produced Gothic architecture;
periods of fossilization—or perhaps
gestation—Ilead to the expurgation of
Shakespeares and the production of
I““.ic obscurantist puns; and the period
OF individual destinies. i.e., bourgeois
estinies, produces mobility, the novel,
[hLi Cinema, the television serial. etc.
Ihe later d;l_\.'.\ of the h\'\ul‘gc‘oisic
lnw_c landed humanity in the era of
sdanitation Iplllmhing. proper or Impro-
PEr) and research. Michener writes
NOVels based on research. Mailer takes
“YStematic notes to write The Naked
and the Deqd. Henry Moore's sculp-
l::,n:nl«f"“' Il"‘”‘"@l_\_t'\ll xp;_ulcwnrk done
. “ud and disciples. Yet the hyphe-
f""“" Ethiopian sidetracks research
‘Il-ll“I:i editorializes about invasion of
SHOplan culture by the west

b +

ate

Thus, unthinking assumptions of the
destructiveness of bad films on our
culture. whereas the truth of the matter
is that both bad and good films are
equally destructive. The only way to
have one's cake and eat it too would
be to produce one’s Oown cake whil‘c
devouring what is thrust onto oOnes
plate. The very fact that we sit and
watch an inane “Fugitive” without
hurling our coffee cups against the
screen in moments of tension when Ihe
man on the run is almost caught 1s
forcing on us an interiorization 'ot' vio-
lence which is of the age of sanitation,
i.e., western. |

[n the early days of the movies
Mexicans apparently gunned down the
villain when their favourite screen hero
was in danger—an effective course ol
action. Projection had to Stop. 1]);‘
reaction of a man who had come 1In
from Wollega and been taken by rela-
tives to a war movie was similar, ex-
at he was not armed. (He later

cept th . .
for quite a

held it against his hosi
while). | - i
Our rustic cavalier can for the puf-

poses of this article be dubbed unedu-

d nature to bras—made in Paris.

cated by his well-meaning host. Once
again, can the host by the same token
be dubbed educated—or shall we stick
to “hyphenated”?

Such a retort to the assumptions and
presumptions of the educated Ethio-
pian would have been in good order.
By this we do not mean to beg the
qﬁcslion or evade it. Rather, we sus-
pect that the very premise itself upon
which such complacencies are based
could stand a glance or two.

The hyphenated Ethiopian, as we
see him and in the larger sense, is that
miniscule, urbanized, hopefully literate
Ethiopian. We do not believe he is the
smug author of couplets which, for the
lack of any literary standard, are taken
as witly, even pregnant, epigrams sug-
gestive of healthy seeds. We are thus
led against our wish 10 exclude those
productively-healthy members of the
society who have not had the benefits
and a-d\'amagcs‘ of a secondary educa-
tion.

The emergence (though its presence
is still to be felt) of the third world.

&)
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the breakdown of the Ellf't‘l“‘iill""'l?'
tred universe and the rise of Ih.:~ Amer-
jcan Empire, the attendant effect '_‘l‘
this on knowledge—all these have
nurtured a rich literature on the tran-
sitional societies of the world; transi-
tional much in the same way a box ol
cigars is said to be “in transil from
departure point to destination.

The question of the point of depar-
ture: the issue of the point of arrival
(was it two or three stages? And how
many takeoffs?); the question whether
this “transit” passage should be left to
the gods and their temporal represen-
tatives or to those who say “comrades,
let us build our heaven here and now™;
the exact percentage in the growth of
GNP and GDP—these are i1ssues
which are better left to the countless
technicians of the field.

As we see it (and leaving aside the
rate of speed of the transit passage
and the qualitative and quantitative
nature of the transition) when the son
of a peasant (one generation removed
from his plot of land) becomes a pilot
of an international jet line or a sei-
cenfo driver, a journalist or an arl
critic, a top-drawer politician or a
cantankerous zabanya, a practising
MD or a structural engineer, then we
must of necessity accept that there has
been a change—be it skin-deep or
thorough-going. A change which un-
leashes, perhaps impulsively, such
queries as “shall she be educated or
ignorant?” or earnest and awed state-
ments, “You know, he is a Ph.D——in
marketing.”

Gent;ral Eisenhower, who was the
favourite butt of mtellectuals, liked to
recount to his friends a definition of
an intellectual (which, he claimed, he
had overheard at a cocktail party!):
“A man who takes more words than
are necessary to tell more than he
knows.”

We do not know whether the intel-
lec;tuals quipped it was quite appro-
priate that such a clumsy definition
ghould have come from the old war-
rior. But there is no denying that the
intellectual is actually a talker. A
talker who defies classification.

The late C. Wright Mills, an intellec-
Fua] gadfly, an irritant of the bourgeois
intellectuals of his country, came {o
the. conclusion that they “cannot be
defined as a single social unit, but
rather as a scattered set of grouplets.
They must be defined in terms of
their function and their subjective
characteristics rather than in terms of
their social position, , .”
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| o
Hlll resorting (o classic formuiations

or even to those writings of the hand

ful ol nn\_-n;'|'u|w|c\i social scientists has

its limitations. And this being simply

a BOAC pilot would not ordinarily b
taken in his country as a member o

the intellectual or educated

Whereas here in Ethiopia, it 1S not
taken or
accepted as such; he must be for he is

The sociological concepts of “‘cultu-
disorganization,”

only that an EAL pilot 1s

ral shock,” “social

-

“breakdown of traditional values,” etc.,
have been laboured to sterility though
one can still use them as points of
Instance
not long ago, a “professional™ econo-
mist complained that the Ethiopian
government 1S not responsive to the

orientation when, as in one

needs of the middle class.

kl(l\\

“Coming from immobile life |
. in small communities we have |

passed into the mobility of life
' in Dire Dawa, with its multi- |
 dimensional, be it parochial
culture; Asmara, with its un-
dertow of Mediterranean ges-
ticulations; and Addis Ababa,
- uneasly hovering on the verge
of metropolitan internationa-
lism. In short, the educated
 Ethiopian is Ethiopia in tran-
sition”’,

_.We are not as such
“finding out” whether the
cated Ethiopian is an inte]
point of departure
educated in his fie]
dizing or political
(Chaucer’s period!)
cation, microbiology
administration. 3

Hopefully, Ethiq
ed the stage where
over such horrid terms as “localg” and

‘returnees.” At .

\ Al ally. Tate, we have
combative and pnliticully aware e
dents of the

the “generation
forties and fifties
Stone age.”

interested in
college-edu-
. lectual : our
18 that yes, he ig
d—be it merchan-
theory, literature
)T vocational edy-
Or public health

P1d has now reach.
one could chuckle

OF returneeg” of the
45 “graduates of the

point
niversity
4880Ciale
rofesgorg)

\.(vh;are graduateg
ollege hold ke it

: . Y po: -
vice presidens, d:.z]:l('n:lt;::g\ :
at HSIU, where Ethiopians[-)

1']\ \‘l'\““\l‘tl\

and g
where

limeligh;
eign-dominated

lOT are being

PIEANS—1n sum that «

the first products Of

cation Programme

dre 1n
met, confronted

and
younger gcneration 0Ol
Ethiopians,

lQI\IJ_'L‘Ud b

3 \
k””cgk‘-c " [h.

I'he “generation
to the rural-based
1opians, neither
the Bible-spouti

S48 18 Mo limj
< and urbanjzeg l'-n{hll
IS It Simply Iimilu]‘ '
D Ng fanaticy] del ,_t_“
and a freshman who has just ey
Marx, nor merely Cthe L Kay
Cly 10 the

Mn.xlpm from Harar and his
has just got back with
bride. The “generation 2ap” exiy
i\xcl\wcn a pmi‘ca\nr (who grildumﬁ;
ir;o::l I':;LO ,U:]Il:;ul: 1\1(} o[l‘cgt“u“merc Six
b ¢ e @ agpressive” gecopg.
year student (who ‘“arrived» from
S]danm 24 months ago) and who by
seen 1t all and knows it al].
Go to the Ras or Ethiopia bar apg
hang around for an hour or two: g
well-paid insurance salesman (he pro-
bably majored in political science), a
physician, a lawyer, a police major
(don’t ask him about habeus corpus;
he might ask “who is his father?”).
a glib hustler, a soccer player, a
lecturer, a librarian, an army colonel,
an aircraft mechanic, a “son” of either
“a big man” or a “big grandmother”
(his only qualification which is, of
course, duly flouted), a tourist guide, a
city slicker, a naval officer, an assistant
minister, a TV announcer—these are
the members of Ethiopia’s educated
class. :
And how should one refer to this
new class of Ethiopia? Should oné
depend on Gaetano Mosca's “ruling
class,” the Marxist “bourgeois class
C. Wright Mills’ “the power elite:
Donald Levine’s “new nﬂhi“l}"”.quw
ney's “acquisitive society,” Milovah
Djilas’ “the new class,”—the labels ar¢
there but we will not force one on ,\f"“]'.
“They” are the members of the ‘lnﬂ“,
class™ —government officials, universiy
Students, entrepreneurs, teachers, m_“',
yers——the “prosperity boys’ of the n€¥
€ra and who have made it to the .UPPLII'
drawers by a fortuitous combination ©
skill (education), skullduggery &%
Nht_‘cl' doggedness. ,,
The 6th, International African .‘\1
minar held at Ibadan in Tuly |l)h4_“.
Irying to grapple with the |"r‘rl”'dd.”‘w
question of 7he New Elites of Tropt ¢
Alrica agreed on a “working '“IC.“I!]‘I
ton™ of “elite”, The savants deeidet

de\'uul
S0n wh
a ( dUcagigy

e ———

The soccer player who has been to Mexico City.l
amateur. On the side he is a beer salesman
hyphenated class.

that the term ‘“‘elite could be appro-
priately used to denote those who were
western-educated and wealthy (to a
high degree relative to the masses of the
population), a lower limit of £250
(3700, C.F.A. 150.000) as an annual
INncome being suggested.”

The advantage (some will say disad-
Vantage) of such a working definition
188 in its restrictive nature: substantial
western education and relative wealth.
The rich but semi-literate or illiterate
raders and landowners; the marginal
and Submarginal but poor (though lit-
“Tate) primary-school teachers, clerks,
ete., are conveniently excluded.

”"” one has to resort to such ela-
borate formulations

and ingenious :
doeg not question

not and should

elite

imagined by the scholars is our

hyphenated Ethiopian. But being less
academically minded (and given the
working assumption of our trade that

truth is
qualitative

captured in
quantitative

perhaps best
rather than

analysis) we would rather have Las-
well's classic definition of the elite:
those who get the most of what there
s to pet.

Accra and Benghazi is a sham
__ a de facto member of the

existence or the degree of
nent of either the elite or.lhe
bourgeois class. It m-:rAcl‘)' em.ph."‘:"“::
[h.;il the attendant qualities of [-lu. .qi.lu
have not kept pace Wit
he social struc-
the

the very
entrenchi

of research _
the metamorphosis of LY
and the changing scene < L

life. To wit: five year pians
and statisu-
e of disci

ture
social !
need not only ecONOMIStS |
cians but also an ua'u'q\lum St
o rationality and purposeness ds
iyt Massive apartment build-
symbols of the age u:
-need proper plumbing u}\;
aning glevators and skill-

way of life.
ings —the
sanitation
plumbers, W | GI6)
od elevator techniClans. -
degree 1s the working
e savants of [badan
home scene? The

o whal
definition of the
applicable to oOul

And
what there is to get” are those who
have substantial western education and
who el
well-paying salaried jobs in the civil
service, autonomous organisations and
private enterprises. In effect, the mem-
bers of the
creative and technical intelligentsia,
i.e. philologist and veterinarian, balle-
rina and metallurgist (Those who are
not recognised under the Russian de-
finition rel
course, an enterprising
hyphenated intelligentsia).

payr
yay-checks came to $3,257,267. A par-
tial breakdown of the income group:
669 employees in the $300-350 income
group who netted ‘

382 Fn the $350-400 range; 286 in the
$400-450 group; 255 in the $450-500

“those who get the most of

consequently, have relatively

what the Russians call “the

entrepreneurs—form, of
part of our

Using the salary-scale of the Ethio-

pian Government (which is pegged_ to
level of education) an arbitrary mini-
mum monthly salary level of $300—
with the
“substantial
‘wealthy : .
should help to delineate the hyphena-
ted features.

usual modifying clauses
western education” and

relative to the masses —

In April 1966, the Central Govern-

ment had 16,280 employees on 118

oll in Addis Ababa whose total

a total of $209,390;

range. There were 441 in the 3590-303
group; 250 in the $600-700 bracket;
480 in the $700-800 range.

In the $800-900 income group Were
101 employees: 104 in the S‘?OO-IOOC-!
range; 102 in the SIOOO-ID.OQ bracket:f
and 131 netting a monthly income ©
$1500 and over. :

There were 1049 employees earning

under $25 per month; 3141 m tl;:
$15.50 bracket; 2483 in the §50;h.
;:ruup: and 3405 clerks, etc. 1n the
$100-200 income group.
M:n timclligem and fﬂll’i‘).r' acc‘u:au:
profile of this “new class doea__n?
come easily. Indeed it is not eml‘reé\;f'
without reason that the stt{ti'entfs o
HSIU refer to the “returnees Of H=
fifties as “graduates of the_st(.xrlle l;agzk 2
The difference in educauona

ground, life experience and political
17
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cONSCiousness between the “rctur!w;“.
who attended O.\[Ol‘d' in the l'.m-‘ 4( :
and the HSIU semor v:ho L;mn'o
remember the number of times he.h.i.\
participated in political demonstrations
is akin to the difference between Tur
geney's fathers and sons. -

But differences can and do exist
even between two college graduates of
the same generation: the medlg;ll_grai-
duate from the University of Edin-
burgh would not care {0 be placed on
an equal footing with the graduate of
Lumumba University’s school of me-
dicine.

One can view it better from the
statistical angle: As of August 1967,
there were 1,799 Ethiopian students
abroad, Breakdown of field of studies:
520 in humanities and social sciences,
361 in engineering, 302 in medical
science, 205 in agriculture, 298 in edu-
cation and fine arts, 62 in natural
science, 51 in “other fields.”

(The assistant head of the Depart-
ment of English is an Indonesian! In
the early fifties, the English master at
Wingate used to complain bitterly that
“a Jesuit, a French-Canadian by citi-
zenship, and probably Chinese by
origin, lectures English at the Univer-
sity College while 1, a born English-
man, a graduate of Oxford, and a loyal
subject of His Majesty the King, teach
English to nincompoops at a nominal

secondary school...” No—times do not
change!)

Th; effect of such a system of staff
recruitment and the diversity of edu-
cational systems Ethiopians have been
exposed to is naturally bound to have
a lasting effect on the style of the
educated Ethiopians. Whether this
style is manifested in a pointed pre-
ference for tea (“no sugar, thank you”)
or vin ros€; Hungarian goulash or
cheeseburgers; acquavit, vodka or
bourbon (“with branch water, thanks
a lot”) may not in itself
importance.

Unfortunately, it does not stop there.
A government official (who majored in
primary education) informed us that he
S€es no reason why university educa-
tion should be given free: 2 social
worker questioned whether it was in
fact necessary for the government 1o
be engaged in social welfare: an “eco-
nomist” reminded us that the USA
managed to become the mightiest,
richest and most developed country in
the world without “a single five year
plan.” (We did not dare remind him
about the USS.R.1)

be of great

g

University students may not care for the

evidently, they see "red”

“‘graduates of the Stone Age."” Most

Tony ] when they see mini-skirts. They detest Samuelson and
Z€ Fanon. History awaits their judgement on Shakespeare.

There is also the “intellectual”
complains he can’t fi
worth buying at the
(which we are not wil

and proceeds (o forget the existence of
books: another who moans that there
are 1o “intellectual pastimes” in Addis
and having said that plants himself ix.n
ggsizﬁf th'e in barx_a.round town; the
d)mplginiwfa{)c‘ sensitive thinker who
iy “h:gnl:; )lhe INCreasing num-
sluts ou '
ha.ggli_ng about the glrlﬂj,l 'fmd
sclentious  cjyi Servant wll,'
conscience an all; a fo ~m
qfhcwl Who has bee i
foreign posts (we o "y

assigned
: ] )
Pp i WO or three times anq
o yes\ a Icud'le mangué,
% You will find the se

who
nd a single book
local bookstore
ling to dispute)

him
the con.
No forgets
12N seryice

Flous

economist, the dedicated ,slulisl.l(l.‘lu}“,
the competent engineer. the rvhqbf
salesman, the eager but honest ]‘Uhd'e‘:
(*how you doin,” man”), 1hc' lﬂl”".“
guide who really believes tourism WII'
solve his country’s economic ills, “‘I
obsessed bookworm, the impul'llal ant

. = A ; l“
honest judge those who have umu;ini
s o] " i ¢ ‘
realize that education is but @ P

where one reverts from ‘‘cocksure 1gno*
rance o thoughtful uncertainty.

The members of the “new class fic-
contradictory members of contrat I;Lj.
tory grouplets of a renowned contres
dictory people. The |'|igl|l|1'1:1f§ i
hg,cnw““”'“ reporters, serious M',:II‘I‘
Seientists; and quite possibly the nig
mare of a nation.

1) ill‘l-

WK
- : ] 1‘4"“
(To be ('rJHHHM’r! next

moderalt
'\g'lll'\' C

finition that a

The Plight of the Pensioner

1 Girma
Baalu 3
By

lerale pen 10N, 1id IJ'Q’]"”

MmO ; T
: many LE But when
'-\h‘lLll' n |I| (O \!_111" i””"!”l\' Ol

. ma ‘ e
[eh > ften overtime, it collecting hi
more © come Lo

lu-n».illll,_ he \.‘.1“ -
that those who pay him have
with Samuel Johnson's de-

red
~oncurrt ‘an allowance

pcl\\llm I
{4 anyone without any equivalent
mass ;u'm England 18 understood to
-“‘{l\l‘]h;l\ 'SI'\C” Lln 9 Stale hﬁ‘c“li;__' for
Tlill't‘:'isl\l‘l to his country. Yo Lo
Over 7,000 military pensioners _‘m
Province [‘'reasury near the

> _\;h(\l :
U Information each month

sntstry Ol :
::Ti‘:lji\[c[11pi to collect l|1cir.pun\|nln\.
Before the last Ol them gets his pension
another month 18 already gnn:;&uln.d ;l'hc.
]‘rclhiﬂﬂk‘l'\ move Lo Ihw.l' back of the line
and start all over again. |

Some Ppensioners interviewed at
random revealed that they are happy
with what they get, when they get it
but expressed concern about their
“shaking” legs as most of them h;u..l to
stand in a queue for several d_::_\'\' before
geting their allowance. Active service
is not yet over for them.

Most of these pensioners take as long
as five davs and travel a distance vary-
INg from 100 to 500 kilometres to
collect their pensions. And it is quite
a4 scene to see more than 1,000 pen-
sioners assembled in a compound as
big as a large hall (about 200 square
metres) all waiting to enter, one at a
time, a dingy cellar where a bespect-
acled old man (probably forgotien by
the Ministry of Pensions) 1s bent on
taking a lifetime to pay one pensioner.

One gets the impression that this
seemingly inefficient way of handling
pensioners is deliberately done to slow
down cash payments. In the past, seven
efficient cashiers used to handle pay-
ments in a matter of a day and a half.
Ihe reason why all of a sudden the
number of cashiers was cut down from
Seven to one is not known. An attemplt
0 probe into it proved futile as the
Bejirond in the Shoa Province Treasury

nsisted that it was not a question of

\hl\l‘l”p“: |"| L||\||

“Then what is it?’

iy Our guess 18 as E_"nnd as IIIII\C.”
g I \hnll.-.y‘\_' Ol g‘.‘|\‘|l'lL'I‘h'<]“
“We have |\|(-|||_\' Ol Li'l\l'l-li.‘r.\-u

J
W |l-||c\l'| the reason,

enough, the

pcn\'inn-:f\

who are used to lHHl".‘H'I;_’ |lh_‘||’ allow-
dNCeS

in time feel that there is some-

thing fishy in the whole deal. Some
peENnsioners start

QUEUINng As r:nl_\ a8

4 a.m. only to find out that there are a
dozen others ahead of them

As 1f that 18 not already frustrating

paymaster, many pen-

sioners claim, comes dragging in to his
dingy cellar as late as 10 a.m. Before

Former officers resent “this humilia-
tion” of standing in line with their
former soldiers while the latter seem
to get a kick out of it. An attempt 10
put the ladies at the head of the queue
has also failed. The principle of
equality in pensions seems (o hold.
There are problems with fur-rcngh-
ing consequences other than putting
pensioners in line. The Shoa Province

THE INQUIRING REPORTER

he settles down to pay half a day has
already elapsed. The afternoon comes
and goes in the same manner. A couple
of hundred people may have collected
their allowances. The rest — Ishi Nege.

But the Bejirond's office has in-
numerable problems to contend ‘wnh.
too. One great problem — pensioners
simply refuse to stand in queues.

= £ i

The gate i

Treasury does not know how many
pu\'uhu.k.\ it is going to handle e_ac.'h
month as there is little or no coordina-
tion between the Treasury and the
Ministry of Pensions and knowledge
of each pensioner’s domicile and move-
ments is lacking.

The Ministry of Pensions used to
handle pension schemes as well as

i A e, - SR

s open but more often than not the money isn

't there.
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Some of those who wait and wait and wait outside the Shoa Treasury office

payments in the past, but the payment
aspect in Addis Ababa was transferred
to the Central Treasury and the Shoa
Province Treasury two years ago. The
Central Treasury was required to
handle payments for 1,800 civil pen-
sioners while the Shoa Province
Treasury found itself handling pay-
ments for 2800 military pensioners.
In less than two years the number of

military pensioners has grown from
2,800 to 7,000.

The Shoa Province Treasury claims
that it 1s not prepared to handle a
growing army of pensioners as effective
service requires exact knowledge of
each pensioner’s domicile and move-
ment, and definite planning regarding
the number of people who will be
pensioned each year.

The Ministry of Pensions has not
been of much help. Nobody knows
which pensioner lives where or even
if he is still alive. Because of lack of
knowledge of domicile and movement,

it has not been possible to make pay-
ments at Awraja and district levels.
The procedure now is that pensioners
are given pay-books (12 leaflets) and
they can then collect their pensions
wherever they may happen to be,

Pcr_isioners m debt have learned that
roaming about helps to dodge creditors.
As a result many pensioners have be-
come virtual nomads, At times the
local treasury in the district in which
l[hey hap}jl)en to be has no cash in hand
0 pay them sinc ey di :
them-y ce they did not expect

So they come g '

_ gallopin IS
only to find oyt i 0 Addis

that they are unex
pected guests here Alio y unex-

g ady n:
the entire year. Thor. :. 2 PAYment for
for him. He p, IS nothing ready

7 : 5 10 wai S
thing is arranged alt untql SOme-

here

One pensioner who was weary o!Il
this waiting game (he was trying to, ng
one year’s pension money) was L .
why he had waited one year 10 Cm}]r
to Addis to collect his pension. f
pointed out that he lives somewhere
in Gamu Gofa and that a return ”LLL‘
would cost him $104 if he hud.lo LL‘ETI:
every month. “I'm only getting -Hi;
S0, you see why I can’t come 1O A“]
every month to collect my pensiot
he said with a cynical smile. ;

He has a problem. No one wnul‘l.
expect him to lose a fantastic ”u-m, a
money in the process of u)llcclmg r‘c
“moderate pension’” and there 1ltm
many more like him. The P..mhLy
cries for solution. With more .(ch,n'h
ment employees going on P"“,""m c;};“
year, the streets of Addis will bé P
of people chasing after their Pt’“t‘"?'d,'
and the present chaos taking Pl",”
Near the Ministry of Information “l'"u_
be a small problem compared 10
YNE coming in the future.
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by Dimitr Kyriazis

The Bulbula River, one of the short-
est rivers of the Rift Valley. is also
one of the mOst beautiful

Born in Lake Zwal, the river starts
out like a tiny stream but later takes
on the characteristics Of the mighty
Congo and when your boat BOES
through the maze of trees overhanging
the river you could be on the Amazar.

The colours Of the river also gO
through the spectrurm. If you are there
at six in the morning the waters afe
red. After seven they turn Orange and
as the sun gets higher they become
yellow with blue highlights and green
tints. And the colours vary from one
side of the river 10 the other.
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